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Splashy River
Town
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food made brom sceabch, mbove, gkt The mscadiog stairwey of The Pass

ake a walk dovwn Chattanoegas Riverfront o medt a
city that dared fo dream big. Foantains meander
arisiemd |-||i1|_’|i1|.1:n. like sireams, Ouidoor art enbivens
ewery step froum the .n|u.1:|iu:|n fo thé art onisewin. Famshes
gather on the banks of the Tennesee River, where live music
spills from a foating stage. People ane walking, talking. sil-
i Ak sirangers, ..:1&-.':n-|.'_|:h|.' river on o sky blue 1..-4'-I'I.~ri-.|;¢.~.
This is what every city srives to b a safe haven, a vibrant
gathering spol, a place where poople want o bring their kisds
IJq||,| |1| L] J.|!-|||. ﬁ il,'r'||.‘|'\.. T |'||.'|. 1% Ih-r ! “hiatia rIn'h'n-E.l.

Rebirth on the Riverbank
Unveibed i 3ay 2005, 1 |l..ilrf|nl.ll.1g.]"- Riverfront has been
heralded as a maodel of urban resewal 1is scenic network of

o 1 the mation's mont elaborate memorial ta the Sail of Tears

Il.\jrl\.ﬁ anal |u||5.w.'|:.-:-. links restauranis, :-!I||.||l1., and famiely
attractions song the niver. Whene sisba of concreic once ek
the bank, grassy lerraces caicade bowwand te water, 3 soft Gl
ST !:.Il.lll.'rl.llq.; :-pul'fl.lr simsels and '-I."'I."'l.iulii..'l'ﬂﬁ.'i. |'|1Il'iﬂg
conceris, Uhis serves as an amphithester, Kayakers paddle to
the best seat in the honse while boats e up o the pier.

Visitors kick off their shoes and splash barefoot down the
waterfall staies that meet sax fountains arcing into the fver,
This is @ The Passage [scc map on page 281, a special place
that honors those who gathered here before embarking
wai the Trail of Tears. Cherokee symbols engraved in seven
brunae discs el their story,

Mearby, established atiractions reveal their own extreme
makeovers, @ The Tennesses Aguatsam doaibled i spre in
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Esdh bowe cooling ofl among Ehe pleyful 1batues and foumtaing, e
Coclalge Park. The Cid olrisl wists searby,

HHS wiith a new aaliwater h'jng,. it l'nr'|1'|i,-1'I!.I featured erwst-
by fresfiwater fBauna. Now it boasts a shark funk, a butierfly
garden, and a perguin eshibit) @ Creative Discovery
Miseum cxpanded with dynamic exhibits for kids. @ The
Hunter Museum of American Art grew into a speciacular
mclal flower of & Irui.l-u.lmﬁmlh 3 nevw winﬁ_-lktwnj by udtra-
modern architeer Randall Stout. Inside, its interactive
exhibite and plain-English guides have made it easier to
‘3;.:1" fine art. This .Lw.:lld-wmmnﬁ_ huildiu!_ ceMiects with
the waterfront via scalplure-lined paths and & stunning
bridge of secl and glass that lkghes up at night, an anchitec-
tural marved in itself,

A Story of Hope

Tovappreciate the chty's transformation, consider its past, In
1965, Walter Cronkite declared Chantanooga the nation's
diriseas oy Soot froumn the oron mills sigined thie aar, The river
wiik tainted: s banks an mdustrial wasteland, “All we had
was hot paverment with liter blowing across i.” remembers
former mayor Bob Corker, a Chattanoogan who envisioned
wihatl his ciby coubd be, Now a L5, Senator, Corker set in
rmsoebon & plani for a cleanier, greener, friendlier Chattanooga,

Bwven before Senator Corleer got tovodved, the rebirth stan

ed with the 1992 opening of the Tennessor Aquarium, which
drew mwore than | milson visitors that first vear, Restaurants,
shops, and attractions sprang up like wildilowers sround a
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Reasons To
Come This
Month

# The Chattanocga
Symphony & Opera
plays under the stars
during Pops on the
[Hirwer on July 3
Spread a picnic blan-
ket on the grass at
Coolidge Park, and
sty Tor the fire
A shicra,

= JAlso in the park,
e froe imoases a1 9
[T, vy SaTurday
im Jusly

Clumpres loe Cresem O, a1 Sumnl jialkss on Che Waith Shore

remaing a kocal Tavorite Yor homemads poe oream

stream, @ The Bhuft View Arts District flourisbed into a neigh-
basrhood of galleries, bistros, and bed-and-breakfasis, all
tiscked in hzstoric homes on the river blaff,

The energy spread across the river 1o the Morth Shore,
where cafes and shops popped up along Fracier Avempe.
I'Jlni|:r freendly o Coolidge Park came alive with children
sp|u_-|'|i:|5 aerowienal & Hjlnt Pourslann anc I'II'JI.I'I.'E a relurbashed
carousl, whose fanelful beasts were hand-carved locally, The
Walnuat Street Bridge, built in 1891 and condermnned i the
19705, was saved and restored a5 a pedestrion bridge that
spans Lthe rver, “We've connecled our Cifw s pc-nph can
walk,” siys Senator Corker, who el ped raise $120 mlson 1o
complete the city's transformathon in just 35 months, =



Walkable Downtown

."-1=J:i:|1|: Chattanooga pﬂ'h-ﬂ:ri.m friendly was the smartest
o of all, Parking can be tough during big events, but you
can push a stroller everywhere. Most of the attractions lie
within a 5- 1o | 5-minute walk from the aquanizm. { A side-
walk elevator carnics wheelchalrs and strollers ap a steep hall,)
The new water taxi ferries visiiors acness the river for £3, amd
a free choctric shunle stops by the Chattanooga Choo Chioo,
restanranis, the Sherabon Read House Hotel, and the agquar-
i foggers and oyclists omuse the E3-mile Riverwalk that
cxienads from dowilown to the Chickamauga Dam,
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Where To Stay
The Hilton Garden
hren, Rrstanee Inn
and Courtyard by
Masriott st very
close to the
Creatve Deioyvedy
M isiom and the
Tennesses
Anuarium, Escaps
thie Crowls Dy
FAayInGg &t the
Chattanoogan
Motel, a modern
confarende hotel
WITH & Spa, o,
wref deveral restay
rants. 117s 1.3 hlogicy
from the aquari-
., Couples thould
yiay 81 The Bt
Wieww i, 3 BAS in
the arts district

S utierly nspining rmsroand, Chartanoogs proves that
& Vs, o plan, and & community that COOPErates can make
big dreams happen, We bope other Southern aities on the
s will dare to dolbow s fool paihs

Chattanooga Conventien and Visitors Buereaw www.
chattamoogafun.com or [-800-522-13%44,

A" For More Info
Chartaivoogs Ediboss’ City Guide:
pditerdityguide com

Our Favorite Stops
Lome ey, some bise, soime ireed and Broe ket dhopn and retlaranss e U
oormieng back again and again

The Bhoe Pate pois @ modern 4o on B diner wath bioe-toned booths and a
fell . Ewiery i i chelicionns, affordabie, and made frorm scratch. Try the Minytag
bl Cheei prtabn chggs, Fsh lacis, and mind-bendiesg melk shakes. Bleaater
Grille flies in fresh seafood feom the Gul eseny week, Try the lobsber Bacos and the
dashurmu-fradi shi funi. Workd Neott Door selis L trade gifis such as colorud beach
b, ke Iroem recyeled mstenaki, crafted by disenfranchised Cambodans. The
Arirsan namm ther pRoes, S0y knoey your 9t & grang back. Clumpies koo
Cressm 00 5 o iocal Lerite tor bty ke oream. The mint chooodase chomk makes s
et Food Works Riversathe serves trenchy power lunches m a siylhly nevamped
wanehourse on the North Shoee, Blue Skies i one of the best betiguet in fown,
WAL plEses, sdny and grfts. Rock Creele Qutfitters, Inc., el gear for hiking
padkdling, camping. angd rock chmibing. Ak theer stalfers about thewr Lavorite trals



